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ott Delivered to the Legislative Assembly of Colorado, in. Joint Session, at 
E i , a 
AS J ; ` ' é : 
1s Golden City, Wednesday, Feburary 3d, -1864. 
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Dar Gentlemen of the Lezislative Assendly of the. Territory of Colorado: 


It i- an oveasion for profouid gratitade to God, that we are. per- 
mitted to enter upou the dades of ths Third Annual Session of 
your Honorable body und r such favorable auspices as-those’that 
surround us to-day. i | 
— 4Since.your last meeting, our National arms have gained the van-e 
tage ground over the rebellion, sud the power and integrity óf our ` 
general government has been m intained; domestic peace though- 
out our terrivorial limits has been preserved; general good health 
has prevailed; our mines have produced more and more abundantly ; 
our agricultare has given certain yield and profitable return; trade 
and commerce have been prospered, and, in tact the general tide of 

-—gur pros) erity has continued to swell with a steadily increasing 
rapidity, and a regularly accumulating volume. 


TEXRITORIAL FINANCES. 


‘The financial condition of the Territory, as shown by the report 
of tye\lerritoria! Auditor and Treasurer herewith submitted, show-. 
ing our ferritory free from public debt, must be very gratifying to 

every citizen of Colorado. : 

_ With the continuance of that strict economy in regard to public 
expeuditures which has restored the Territorial credit to soundness, 
and a careful adjustment of the sources of revenue to the necessary 
demands of an economical administration, it is hoped that the credit 
of the Treasury may never again be allowed to depreciate: the best 
economy being found in maintaining a sound credit under all cir- 
cumstances. 

The inatiguration of a government upon economical principles 
has a higher virtue than the simple diminution of the burthens im- 
posed upon the people forits support. To a certain extent, econo- 
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tiny and integrity in public expenditures have come to be we REA 
together, as parts of the idea of good government. And as prece- | 
dents are powerful in their influence upon the management of affairs 
of State, itis no small source of congratulation to the future ‘of.Col- 
orado, that at this early day her finances have been reduced to a 
compact and safe system of economical administration. + 

. The recommendations of the Auditor, with a view to harmonizing 
the different parts of the revenue law, are cominended to your c care- 
fal consideration. 


PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

For the éondition of the “Public Schools’ of the Territory, I 
ae refer to the accompanying report of the Superintendent. 

Itis very desirable that there should: early be founded, upon a 
firm basis, a broad and liberal system ot public instruction, that 
shall meet the just demands of every citizen whose child is to be 
_ educated, and that shall, at the same time, providefor the education 
of every ‘youth | in the Territory. “As an enlightened’ people form 
the only firm basis for a permanent liperal government, it is emi- 
nently proper and necessary for such gove ernment to provide for 
popular, education. 

And: as the basis for carrying on Public Schools without irregu- 
larity or impõsing onerous burthens, is to be found, in a li beral 
„school fund, itis hoped that your special and earnest attention: may 

be directed to the means of securing such a boon for the people of 
“thé great permanent State, that will sooner or later supplant our 
present temporary government, ` 

As the usual grant of school lands by the gencral Govern- 
ment, will be comparative] y valueless for such a pu rpose in Colorado, 
it is important that the means of sapplying the deficiency should 
be secured at an early day. 

To meet this indication, the last session of your honorable body 
enacted a law providing for the reservation of onc claim on each 
quartz lode that might be discovered after its passage, for the pur- 
- pose óf creating a school fund. 

The wisdom ‘of such a meas ure, if properly carried ont, securing, 
a; it will, such large public benefits, without making any demand 

-~ or tax upon aby of our citizens, is too apparent to need any com- 
, ment at this time. 

But to render the law para ranently effective e, and to secure to a 
Territory absolute title to such claims, it will require the sanction 
_ of Congrcss. I would therefore respectfully suggest the propriety 
of your memorializing Congress for an approval and contirmation 
of its provisions. 

- As to the operation of the school law, and the amendments re- 
quired to render it more perfect, I respectfully call your attention 
to the suggestions of the Superintendent, on these points. 


TERRITORIAL CABINET AND LIBRARY. 
The condition of the Territorial Library and Cabinet, will be 
found fully represented in the report of the ‘Lib: arian herewith 


-gubmitted. - 
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The importance of securing.a collection of geological and miner- , 
‘den! specimens that shall ‘fully, represent, the mineral character- 
tics of our countr , is ‘plain, Such a: collection would -be-the 


`. means of givng to the scientific enquirer a knowledge of the ‘coun- 
_ try ina day, that otherwise might take months to acquire. ... 
What may be deemed necessary to facilitate the rapid collection | 


of such a cabinet, is respectfully commended to your consideration. 
, MILITIA. E a 
The rep ort. of the Aj utant General, when pre esented, will give a 


-. fall statement of the condition of the Militia, Its organization 


under the law of” last session, has been carried forward as rapidly 


as has been found ‘practicable. Hight companies, in different 


parts of the Territory, have heen organized, armed, and equiped, 
which have rendered efficient service in maintaining the peace, 
and by giving a consciousness of security to the remote settlements 
An abundant supply of arms and ammunition are provided for far- 


ther extension. of its organization, and to meet any ta that 
may arise. - Eo o 


Our remoteness from the centres of military operations in the 


States, would render the prompt arrival of additional troops from- 
thearmy of the United States impracticable, in case of Indian hos 
tilities, and therefore our dependence for re-inforeements would 
necessarily be upon the militia, whose readiness to respond to such 
`a call, and whose reliability cannot. be’ dodbted. Measures have 
been taken to procure from’ Washington all necessary authority and 


assistance in such'an emergency, should it arise. 

Any legislation that may tend to perfect and strengthen. the or- 
ganization of our militia, will be-of -great benefit to the Territory, 
and will also add to the military strength of the nation., I therefore 


commend the subject to your careful consideration. 


SOLDIERS’ VOTE. 
The soldiers sent. to the a army of the United States by Colorado, 


have won a high reputation for gallantry, bravery, and undaunted 


‘courage on thetield of battle.. Having honored the’ Territory from 
which they went forth, our people justly regard them with señti- 
ments of gratitude and pride. 

‘Ifthere is one citizen more worthy of the rights aad privileges 
of our government than another, it is certainly that one who has for- 


salen ‘home, and its comforts, to go forth: in the face of privatiou 


and danger, to defend and ts, serve that government. 
I therefore, earnestly recomend that you make plain-and defi- 


uite provisions, whereby cobrave soldiers, both at home and in the 


field, may vote at all of our elections, in the future, ont for territo- 


mal and county o flicers, 


INDIAN ABFATRS | l 
A. treaty with the Tabeguache band of U tah Tudians, was made 


on the Tth of October. last, by which, when ratified, the Indian — 
-. title to all of the settied portions of the mountains of Co larado, and 


most of the San Lonis Valley, will-be extinguished; and the. right 
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tomine in-any part of the country of said Indians, not included in 
‘the said cession. is granted to the people, with perpetual covenants 
‘of peace and friendship. Po | 
~ Ttis hoped that all questions affecting the Indien title to such 
parts of the Territory as are susceptible of eettlement, will be defi- 
~nitely and permanently settled at an early day. . 


GENERAL INCORPORATION LAW. 
The “General Incorporation Law” of last session is thought to 
be:defective in some of its features, and too limited iu its scope, 
not directly providing even for the most important interest of the 
‘- Territory, in the organization of companies for purposes of mining. 
To-save special legislation, and to afford equal privileges and 
oe to all, it is recommended that the provisions of the law 
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e extended to include all lawful pursuits; and that its defects, so 


-faras they may have been ascertained, be obviated. 

There may be particular instances where special privileges may 
‘be necessary to secure the means te accomplish important public 
- Improvements, yet such cases will be found to be rure, and such 
-grants should be made with great caution; fur the great funda- 
‘mental principle. and cardinal doc rine of our political system of 
. “equal rights and privileges to all,” upon which must be based all 

correct legislation, remains the same. | | 
T cannot. therefore, be too earnest in my recommendation, that 
= each of our legislative acts may te carefully tested by the standaid 

of its popular benetits, equality of rights, and exactness of justice. 

; MINING INTERESTS. f 
-The improvement in the modes of saving gold from the ores of 
our mines, th t have been made during the past year, have given 
anew impulse to our mining operations. by these new processes, 
ores that paid but $2500 per ton, by the cld process, are readily 
mede to yield $100 00 per ton, while many varieties produce mneh 
more largely, and this without greatly increasing the expenses. It 
"may fairly be estimated. therefore, that most of our mines have 
been quadrupled in their value during the past year. by the im- 
-, provements made in the processes of saving gold. i 

->- Prospecting has also been carried on su ‘cessfully during the past 
year, some of the rict.est mines in the country having been discov- 
ered and opened within that period; and4rom the attention that is 
-. bheing directed to the subject, we have reason to expect the results 
of prospecting in our Territory, the coming year, will be of the most 
important cliaracter. That there are vet undiscovered, within Col- 
orado, extensive and rich mines, isa general behef, founded upon, 
the similarity ofvast districts of unprospected and almost unexplored 
- country, to those regions: that are now the most productive of the 
précious metals. The quartz gold mines of Colorado already tested, 
are found to be in better defined ledges, occuring more closely to- 
gether, extending over a wider district of eountry, surrounded by 
better facilities for workivg, and yield much richer ores than have 
been found in any other country in the world. These facts are be- 
coming Known to capitalists, and we may expecta very large increase 
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"ın the machinery and: apptiances devoted :to. the developement of 
. mines during the coming year. . 
Mining is the most important interest of the Territory. Any 

. legislation. therefore, that may be calculated to foster and protect 

“it, to encourage its more rapid developement, or to render more 

secure the rights and privileges of miners, shall.receive my hearty 
approval, and have my earnest co-operation in- carrying i inte exe- 
cution. 
AGRICULTURE. 


While the mining interests of Colorado are ‘of the greatest im- 
portance and promise, her agriculture offers very strong inducements 
to enterprise and labor. | | 

It is estimated that not over one half of the supplies of provisions 
for the Territory are yet produced from our own ‘soil, and the 
increase in our population will probably maintain this. relation 
between supply and demand for years to come. 

_ The arable lands of Colorado, except for’ purposes of grazing, 
are limited exactly by the quantity of water that may be found. 
applicable to purposes of itrigation, for all the lands of the Terri-' ~ 
tory are found to be fertile and highly productive when irrigated. 
The numerous stredms coming down from the mountains to the 
plains have their flood tide from the melting snows, at the period of 
the year when irrigation is most demanded for the production of 
crops, Which will increase the amount of arable lands ‘of the 
Territory beyond what has been generally estimated. . 

The extent of fertile uplands susceptible of irrigation’ at a small 
expense, lying open to pre-emption, in the midst of the settled 
portions of the Territory, offer inducements to parties te combine, 
under the general law for irrigation, and improve them. No better 
field for successful enterprize is open within my knowledge. In all 
parts of the Territory there are opportunities for such colonies to 

_ pre-empt or settle under the Homestead Law, thousands of acres of 
lands, that are, with the slight expense of improvements, more 
valuable than any farming lands in the Western States.- This: is 
proved by the profitable character of our agriculture. | 

To illustrate, I will draw a comparison between the profits of 
farming in Illinois and Colorado ' 

One mau will attend by his own labor, in Colorado, ten acres. of 
corn and fifteen acres of wheat, which at the average prices since 
the country has been settled, and those. ruling the present. -year, 
would yield as follows, viz: . ro 

10 acres corn, 40 bushels: per acre—400 b. @ $3 $1200:00 
15 acres wheat, 80 bushels per acre—450 b. @.$3- 1850.00 
Corn fodder from 10 acres, @ $10 per acre 100.00 
Wheat straw from 15 acres—20 tons at $10 200.00: 


. Total. $2850.00 
In Illinois, one man will cultivate 80 acres of corn and 15 acres 
of wheat, which at the general average. of crops and prices, would 
yield as follows, viz: — o l 


\ 
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30 acres corn, 60 bushels per acte—1800 b. @ 20 cents $360.00 
15 acres wheat, 15 bushels per acre—225 b. @ T5 cents 168.75 


Straw and fodder, (estimated). l 190.00 
| | | Total 8628.75 
Profits in Colorado over,those in Illinois on the annual 

_labor of one man, $2221.25 


All other products of the farm yield as liberal a return in 
Colorado as those above cited. 

Ten acres in Colorado will produce as large a return for its 
cultivation as 160 acres in Jowa or Illinois, when you have deducted 
the additional expenses of production and marketing, in the latter 
case. 

According to these figures ten acres of land properly irrigated, 
in Colorado, are actually worth more than 160 acres under cul- 
tivation in Iowa or Jllinois. . 

And.this must continue to be the case so long as the consumption 
exceeds the production, or until some cheaper mode of trans- 
portation, across the plains is provided. 

_ The pastoral Agriculture of the Territory has greatly increased 
in the.extent and rapidity of its development the past year, and its 
great profits will maintain this increase for years to come. 

' Any legislation that may have a tendency to increase the attention 
paid to Agriculture in the Territory, whereby the price of living 
may be cheapened, will have atendency to encourage the mining 
interest and foster the general prosperity. 


, i EMIGRATION, 

. The great impediment to the more rapid development and 
greater prosperity of these interests is found in the scarcity of 
capital and labor. | , : 

The fact that such rich mines lie dormant when they might be 
made to pay enormous profits on capital invested in their develop- 
ment—and that such opportunities for profitable farming are left 
idle, while thousands toil from year to year for a bare subsistence, 
call for an effort on your part to diffuse information in this behalf. 
= If reliable lines of transportation from New York and New 

Orleans, by emigrant«cars, steamboats, and trains on the plains 
were established, which might be done without much expense by 
securing the co-operation of existing companies, and emigrants could 
be assured of the cost and time required in moving to Colorado 
from those great centres for emigration, I feel confident that a very 
large tide of capital and labor might be directed to our Territory. 

I would therefore recommend such legislation as yon may deem 
necessary to secure this result. 


PACIFIC RAIL ROAD. 


The great National enterprise of connecting the Atlantie with 
the Pacific States by railroad across the continent, seems likely to 
be commenced in good faith at an early day; and for the good of 
our common country it is to be hoped that its completion will soon 
afford the means of an intimate fraternal intercourse, active com- 
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mercial relations and proper military protection and defense, be- 
tween these remote parts of our ccuntry, to bind them together 
with indissoluble bands. : 

Occunying an intermediate point between the settlements of the 
Western and Pacific States, and an important position on what is 
_ believed to be the most feasible route for said road, it is to be 
expected that the people of Colorado will take an active and deep 
interest in its location and early completion. 3 

The route is yet a matterto be determined, and it is confidently 
hoped that Colorado may be favored with a location through her 
entire extent from Hast to West. 

On this point, however, our Territory is not to be regarded in 
the light of a supplicant for the favor, for she has quite as many 
benefits to confer as to receive, in consideration of such location. 

~ I would therefcre recommend your honorable body, to offer every 
proper inducement to influence the location of the road through 
your settlenients ; and should they fail to secure it, I would re- 
commend that the entire energies of the Territory be brought to 
bear, in co-operation with the branches from Kansas City and 
Atchison for their extension to the heart of our Territory. 

Their Congressional grants will enable these branches to build a 
line to within 250 miles of your Capito!, and the constiuction of 
the remaining portion of the road over a favorable route can 
doubtless be secured at no distant day. ! . 

The extension of those branches as suggested, would doubtless be 
aided by land grants from Congress, wit- which, and the growing 
dmportance of the trade of Colorado and New Mexico, the work of 
its completion would be a matter of comparatively easy accom- 
plishment. . 

In whatever way it may be deemed best to labor for the im- 
portant object of a direct railroad connection with the States, I 
would assure you of my earnest co-operation. 


DIRECT ROAD TO SALT LAKE. 


Among the most important enterprises to the Territory is the 
_ early completion of the Wagon Road, now in process of con- 
struction, via the head waters of South Clear Creek, the Hot 
Sulphur Springs in the Middle Park. andthe valleys of Bear River, 
the Uintah and the Timpanogas Rivers, to Provo in Utah 
Territory. : 

It is estimated that‘this line will shorten the road from here to 
Provo over one hundred miles, passing through a succession, 
almost, continuous, of fertile valleys and a wel timbered and watered 
country, the entire route. 

Its completion at an early day will secure the transfer to it of the 
Overland Mail line, and the immense tide of emigration and travel 
to Utah and the country of the Pacific coast, the diversion of 
which to a line running through the entire extent of our Territory 
from East to West, will bring to our doors a vast amount of trade, 
and direct hither a large increase to our population. o 

Any encouragement that you can properly offer to the early 
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construction and proper maintainence of this -important National 

Highway, will redound to the general prosperity of the Territory and 

more certainly bring to the knowledge of the Union Pacific Rail 

Road Company, the great advantages.of this route for the location 

of their line. n 
CAPITOL BUILDINGS AND PENITENTIARY. 

The course pursued by the General Government towards other 
Territories, in making appropriations for the erection of Capitol 
and Penitentiary buildings for them, would inspire confidence in 
making an appeal for these objects for Colorado Territory. 

The urgent necessity to the ends of justice for a prison, and the 
fact that the expenses imposed upon the General Government by 
the long route of transportation of her prisoners to the States from 


the Rocky Mountain country generally, or the worse alternative of 


-buildings. 


keeping them idle and at great expense, with imperfect sccurity 
against their escape, would seem to make it a National as well as ¢ 
Territorial benefit, for Congress to provide for a Penitentiary in 
Colorado at once. . 

I would respectfully suggest the propricty of your memorializing 
Congress for appropriations for both Capitol and Penitentiary 
RIGHTS OF WATER FOR IRRIGATION. ” 

As the quantity of water applicable to purposes of irrigation on 
the several streams of the Territory is likely to be all claimed for 
use in cosrse of time, and the question of priority of. right to the 
water during seasons of drouth is likely to be one of great difficulty 
and embarrassment, I would commend to your careful consideration 
the propriety of a law that shall define the rights to be acquired 
hereafter in the course of the settlement of the country, to the 
water applicable to irrigation. 

A just and equitable enactment of the kind, at this early day, may 
save much difficulty and litigation hereafter. 


PRINTING THE LAWS IN SPANISH. 

A portion of our citizens who are Mexicans, comprising most of 
the inhabitants of those counties originally belonging to New 
Mexico, have been unable to understand or properly enforce our 
laws, because they have not been printed in the only language 
which they speak. ` 
- An appeal ofthe Secretary of the Territory, to the Treasury 
Department at Washington, for authority to print our laws in 
Spanish, having.been denied for want of Congressional authority; 
and an earnest effort on the part of our Delegate in Congress, Hon. 
H. P. Bennett, to secure the necessary Congressional action for the 
purpose, having failed, the alternative seems to be presented you of 
providing for printing the laws in Spanish at the Territorial ex- 


‘pense, or of leaving those citizens uninforined as to the nature and 


requirements of the laws they are expected both to enforce. and to 
obey. 
In justice to a worthy portion of our people, whose disposition to 


-perform the. part. of good citizens cannot be doubted, I. therefore 
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most earnestly recommend. that an appropriation be made fur the 
publication of our laws in the Spanish language. ae: 
FEDERAL RELATIONS. 

During the eighteen months that have elapsed since the close of 
your last session, our Country has passed through a terrible ordeal, 
which has tested to the utmost the ability of our General Govern- 
ment to maintain itself. 

The most wicked and powerful rebellion that has ever occurred 
in any country in the world, has passed the zenith of its power and 
is fast declining to an utter and disgraceful overthrow. 

It is believed that no other Nation, either of the past or present 
{ime, could have maintained its own integrity, and put forth efforts 
adequate to subdue sucha formidable and united power as the 
present rebellion. : 

The spectacle here presented establishes the fact that the 
strongest as well as the freest and the best Government, that can be 
devised by man, is that which is founded in the represented will of 
an intelligent and virtuous people. 

While this conflict has cost us rivers of blood and mountains of 
treasure ; while it has brought sorrow to almost every hearth stone, 
and filled our country with mourning,—while the maimed and the 
decrepid from the carnage of the battle field meet us at every turn, 
to testify ofits horrors; the patriot and the christian can see through 
the dispelling smoke of the conflict, through the parting of the 
clouds of darkness that overcast. our sky, the dawning of the light 
of that higher civilization which is to be the priceless purchase of 
the war. ° 

Nor will the results of ocr National triumph and purification be 
less marked and beneficial upon our temporial prosperity. All 
over the countries of the old world has the fame of our land 
and the spirit of freedom been diffused among the people, and 
hundreds of thousands of strong arms and stout hearts but await 
this purification of our political system to fly to our shores. 

Our prowess on land end sea will command the respect of the 
world, while the pure patriotism and devoted loyalty of our people, 
inspired by a higher appreciation of the worth ofa good Govern- 
ment, because they know how much it cost to maintam it, will 
unite to put down disorder, and preserve the peace, until life and 
aa shall be more secure than in any other country in the 
world. 

In view of the bright promise of the future, in view of the great 
interests of humanity that are involved, and the terrible conse- 
quences of failure in this war, let us then rally to the support of our 
National Government in this time of her great peril; and with 
united hearts, and the pure devotion of a consecrated patriotism, let 
us implore the blessings of Almighty God upon our Country. 

| JOHN EVANS. 
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